
Major
Enlightened Despots

• More efficient Prussian 
 government

• Tolerated religious differences

• Despised torture

Frederick the Great

• Russian law and government 
 reforms

• Abolished torture

• Criticized the institution of 
 serfdom

Catherine the Great

• Worked to improve peasants’ 
 ways of life

• Continued in his mother’s 
 footsteps to modernize Austria’s 
 government

Joseph II
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